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Berkshire County 
ARC launches  

Adult Family Care  
Program 

Executive Director, Ken Singer and   
Coordinator of Advocacy, Maryann Hyatt 
gather together with family members to  
discuss and answer questions about the new 
program. 
 

See article on Page 2 
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Visions 

Berkshire County Arcõs Adult Family Care Program 

y4HMFDQ 4GNTS 0TSx 3@CHN 4GNV 

With Ken and Christine Singer 

Wednesdays and Fridays at 4:00 p.m. 

FM 104.3 
 

This new show focuses on the exciting things that are happening in Berkshire County,  
particularly with people involved in Human Services Agencies.  Guest speakers will be 
spotlighted and there will be useful information to be shared with our listeners. 
 
òShout Outsó periodically recognize outstanding individuals in our community that have 
done something exciting that we want to recognize.  If you have someone you would like 
us to do a òShout Outó for, please contact Ken Singer, 499-4241, ext. 239. 

Over the summer, Maryann Hyatt and Ken Singer introduced families to the new 

Adult Family Care Program that BCARC is proud to offer families.  The Adult 

Family Care Program provides supports in a home setting that prevents out of 

home placement for individuals with disabilities who cannot live safely on their 

own.  Eligible individuals can continue to live at home with their families, or if 

they choose, to live with non-family members.  

 

Participants need to be MassHealth eligible and need assistance with activities of 

daily living, such as personal care, meals and supervision.  In addition, the AFC 

Program maximizes the potential for community participation for individuals with 

disabilities by allowing them to live in their community while receiving needed 

supports  Caregivers can receive significant monetary support according to the 

needs of the  individual they care for.   

 

Funding for the Adult Foster Care program comes from MassHealth through the 

Massachusetts Executive Office of Elder Affairs.  Multiple families have shown 

interest in the program thus far, and BCARC is hoping to see the program expand 

in the coming Year.  

 

If you would like more information about Berkshire County Arcôs Adult Family 

Care Program, please contact Maryann Hyatt at (413) 499-4241, ext. 227 or  

Jessica Dennis at (413) 499-4241, ext. 276. 



 

From the Executive Director 
Kenneth W. Singer 
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In these difficult economic times, when great stresses are being placed 

on non-profit agencies such as Berkshire County Arc, it is important 

to take time and reflect on the many positive things that occur every 

day for those that we serve. 

 

Individuals that live and work in our programs continue to have many 

opportunities each and every day to enjoy life to their fullest.  This 

would not be possible without the great dedication of our over 500 

employees.  It is critical that we recognize their hard work and great 

dedication to our mission.  As I stopped last week and thought of 

Christine, who just returned from a vacation to Hawaii, or Franck who 

just celebrated ten years of employment at The Ponds in Lenox, I felt 

a wonderful feeling of satisfaction, knowing that it was our staff that 

made these and other great things happen.  While everyone plays a 

different role, whether it be as a direct care professional, accounting 

staff, day habilitation specialist, residential supervisor, employment 

specialist or a maintenance staff, it takes a team effort to make this  

organization be successful.   

 

We are extremely grateful for our staffôs hard work, and while we 

know they are often underpaid, it is important for them to know that 

they are not undervalued and that they truly are making a difference in 

peopleôs lives. 
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HUD Updates 
Just like that...say good bye to summer and hello to fall . There are many projects that 
are being worked on.  As you can see from these pictures below people have been 
busy working on various projects.  Here are some pictures of what has been  
going on behind the scenes. 

(Above) Footings being poured for new 
HUD/State financed home under construction 
on Gamwell Avenue.  The project will be 
home to six residents with traumatic brain 
injuries.  Framing started in late September.  

(Above) New home on Kowchuk Drive in 
Lanesboro is well underway.  Four individuals 
with developmental disabilities will live here 
beginning early 2010. 

(Above) Demolition of Hollow Road 
home in Lanesboro, makes way for a 
new HUD/State financed home with full  
accessibility.  Construction starts early 
October. 

(Above) Interior view of new Kowchuk 
Drive home.  It has an open floor plan and 
vaulted ceilings in the living/dining/family 
areas. 
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The Sports Page 

Bruce (Left) at Stowe Acres 
Country Club for a Special 

Olympic 
 9ï hole Golf  
Tournament  

 
John (right)  

enjoys a night out with the 
Harlem  

Globetrotters 

Patty (left) and 
Carol (right) enjoy 

a night out at 
Wahconah Park and 
pose with some of 
the players of the 

American Defenders 
team. 

Despite the drizzly weather, a good 

time was had by all at the Annual 
Ron Hutchings Golf Shootout . 

 
(Right) Ron gets a little assistance 
from Jay. 
 
(Far Right)  Ray watches as  
Francis swings at his ball. 
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Employment Grant Update 

Big E 

Leslie Olin has been hired as the Project Coordinator for our 
$500,000 grant to expand the employment of youths with 
disabilities in Berkshire County.  Leslie has a wealth  of ex-
perience with grants, strategic planning, and collaborations. 
 
This MA-DEI grant (Massachusetts Disability Employment 
Initiative) is an exciting opportunity to create systems and 
opportunities across Berkshire County to assist individuals 
with disabilities to become productively employed.  We are 
in the process of developing a strategic plan for the grant and 
getting input from school district special education directors, 
state agency management, business leaders , vocational pro-
viders and individuals. 
 

We welcome Leslie to lead us in this exciting venture! 


