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Voices Carry! 
 

BCARC focuses on  
disability awareness and 
promoting advocacy. 
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Michelle Goodman meets with Governor Deval 

Patrick at the ADDP Conference where she was a 

presenter.   
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Visions 

HUD Updates  

4HMFDQ y4GNTS 0TSx 3@CHN 4GNV 

With Ken and Christine Singer 

Wednesdays and Fridays at 4:00 p.m. 

FM 104.3 
  

 

This show focuses on the exciting things that are happening in Berkshire County,  
particularly with people involved in Human Services Agencies.  Guest speakers are 
spotlighted and there is useful information to be shared with our listeners. òShout 
Outsó periodically recognize outstanding individuals in our community who have 
done something exciting that we want to recognize.  If you have someone you would 
like us to do a òShout Outó for, please contact Ken Singer, 499-4241, ext. 239. 

Introducingé 
 

11 Kowchuk Drive  
 in Lanesboro!  

(Left):  The front door is open!  BCARC  
welcomes four individuals, served by 
DDS, to their new home on Kowchuk 
Drive in Lanesboro.  

 (Above):  New furniture arrives at 
Kowchuk Drive well ahead of the April 
opening.  

(Above): Kowchuk features a spacious 
porch with lots of southern light.  



 

From the Executive Director 
Kenneth W. Singer 
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In these difficult financial times, we are forced to reflect on the very positive and very 
negative things that we are faced with.  Berkshire County Arc has been able to main-
tain the highest-quality programs possible and offer those who we serve wonderful 
lives, day in and day out.  Nonetheless, it appears that human services always seem to 
be the first area to take a hit when the budget gets cut.  Every year we run back and 
forth to the state house and to our legislators to work on restoring money that has 
been cut or threatened to be cut from our services.  Once again, this year we are faced 
with major cuts to both our Residential and Day Services.  Naturally, we have great 
concern as to what it will mean to those who we serve. 
 
It is extremely difficult for our agency staff to constantly be worried about the future 
of their jobs and what services may be cut by our state agencies.  This year we are con-
fronted with cuts from both the Department of Developmental Services and the Mas-
sachusetts Rehabilitation Commission.  In spite of all that, our staff work hard every  
single day to make sure that those who we serve have all their needs met and continue 
to grow and develop new skills.  Our hats are off to our staff for their great dedication 
and their very hard work. 
 
We ask that during the coming months our supporters pull together with us and let 
our elected officials know how important our services are and that cuts suggested in 
the budget will have a dramatic effect on peopleõs lives.  Berkshire County Arc will 
continue to advocate for our services and will continue to provide the best possible 
Residential, Day and Family Support Services that we can.  We thank you for your 
support and hope that you will assist us in securing the proper funding for our pro-
grams.  Many thanks! 
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òIf your voice can be heard... 

Brain Injury:  No Two People Alike...No Two Brain Injuries Alike.  

Hector and Michelle  
fielding questions at the 

 ADDP  Conference 

Berkshire Disability Pride Day  

The Thirteenth Annual Berkshire Disability Pride Day was held on Saturday, March 6th at the Berkshire Mall in 
Lanesboro, MA.  The event was a day of celebration and education to increase community awareness of the accom-
plishments of children and adults with diverse abilities.  Entertainment for the entire family was held throughout the 
day, agency and business booths provided helpful service and product information, and there was an art show by 
area artists with disabilities.  The Lions Eye Mobile outside the mall provided a vital service by facilitating the detec-
tion of eye disease while the BMC Health Van offered blood pressure checks and assistance with insurance applica-
tion.  The Berkshire Disability Pride Day Committee held a poster contest in area middle and high schools depicting 
positive images of individuals with disabilities enjoying life.  Winners of the contest were recognized at the event. 
Beverly Grady, a Pittsfield native, was this yearõs BDPD Honorary Chair. A graduate of the Perkins School for the 

Blind, Beverly has been a strong advocate for the blind population for over 45 years. Since 1983 she has served on 

the City of Pittsfield Commission on Disabilities, where she focuses on issues related to programmatic or architec-

tural access and the Cityõs Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Plan. Beverly is also involved with the Berkshire Talk-

ing Chronicle, the Lionõs Club, and the Berkshire Benevolent Association for the Blind. 

Christine McNulty and 
Vanessa Hamilton sing 

through the UCP Fun Club. 

Barbara Pastie and Mayor James 
Ruberto are all smiles at this 

event. 

David Gardner and Amy  
Robandt enjoying the 

 festivities. 

Hector Roman and Michelle Goodman, two residents in BCARCõs Brain In-
jury programs, presented on best practices in brain injury services at the recent 
ADDP Conference (Association of Developmental Disabilities Providers).  
This yearõs ADDP Conference and Expo was entitled, òCommunity for Liv-
ing...Community for Life.ó  The ADDP conference was held on March 26, 
2010 at the DCU Center in Worcester.  The conference brought together an 
array of speakers to educate professionals and family members on a variety of 
topics.  Hector and Michelle shared their life experiences and knowledge of 
brain injury with an appreciative audience of professionals.  They spoke about 
their cognitive impairments which often manifests in attention, orientation, 
memory, conversation and thinking.  Each presented their experiences  from 
injury to the present with humor and the admonition that brain injury rehabili-
tation takes time and specialized care.  They ended their presentation with the 
acknowledgement that a brain injury is a life long condition, but that being 
different isnõt being defective. 


